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THE ENGLISH DISCIPLES 19 

ifood-stuffs had to come from towns. 

Looking at the ashram, Gandhiji said : " Of course, 

ashram 

Miss Maryben, who was sitting a few feet away 
•from Gandhiji, told him with a knowing laugh: “This 


“You conduct a school with a girl there and 
Mr. Duncan with a boy here.” 



“ Really,” approved Gandhiji. 
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ENGLISHMEN INTRODUCED 





The Central Board Meeting 

Sevak Sangh held at Delhi, the workers put many ques¬ 
tions to Gandhiji with a view to clear their doubts. 


Referring to the resolutions passed at the Coimba¬ 
tore Conference, Mr. Halasium asked what steps should 
be taken by the Harijan workers with regard to the exer- 

declared open for the public by the Government. 

Gandhiji replied that the problem was not peculiar 
to Madras alone. There were other provinces and 
Indian States where such order had been passed, but 

for fear of obstruction by the caste Hindus or economical 
and social boycott. He was sure that the time would 
soon come to enforce their rights; but it was not wisdom 
to seek remedy through courts of law. It rested pri¬ 
marily with the Provincial Committees to select the 
proper time. The workers must not sleep. 

His Holiness Gosain, the President of the Harijan 
lakhs of Harijan coolies in the tea gardens, of whom a 
from various provinces and constituted a great problem 

among these coolies. 


Gandhiji pointed out that an army of social workers 

for statistics and promised to depute trained workers 
for the task. He assured His Holiness that funds 







42 IN THE CENTRAL PROVINCES 

Far above Expectation 
Gandhiji went to address a meeting at Alipur, a 
suburb of Delhi. A high platform was erected andi 

from rushing in. Loud speakers were also fitted up. 
But only about a thousand Harijans were present. He- 
was told that he bad come there much too early and a^ 
large number of persons were still expected. In fact, he' 
as wet with dew. 

Harijan climbed up the platform. “ Here’s baji for- 
ceiving the present with a smile. 

man showing it to him. His right hand fingers pointed* 
to his chest, as he laid stress on the word myself. 

“Well, give it,” Gandhiji nodded welcome to th* 

After speech, Gandhiji held up the baji for sale. 
There was no bid. 

" I put this on auction sale,” he shouted. 

“ Two annas,” started a bidder. There was silence- 
for half a minute, when he looked this way and that. 

“ Will not the bid go up?” he asked. 













In Andhradesh 
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i Gandhiji’s query 


•(Laughter). 



A man offered a gold sovereign to Gandhiji, if he 
d;o have a better look at him. Readily he consented, 

An old g lady presented him with a ring. 







i East Godaveri. 
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Right Royal Reception 
In Mysore 


MAD RUSH OF CROWD 

Mysore gave a right royal welcome to Gandhi]!; 
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The Attitude in Keraia 


STIRRING SPEECHES 
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'H THE ATTITUDE IN KERALA 


alarming that Gandhiji had to give it the slip. He went 





Malayalam Expressions 


Taking up an article for auction, Gandhiji asked: 
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98 THE ATTITUDE IN KERALA 


soon as Gandhiji sat on the platform, he said. 
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Fortunate Tamil Nadu 


FOREIGN VISITORS 
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Noisy Meeting 


The scene at the Madura ladies’ meeting -will be 



as donation for the Harijan fund. It was a triple-chain 

donor was humble enough not to come to Gandhiji with 
her present but was content to give it away to his deputy. 
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The Mahatma wrote on the photograph “ 

Again, Gandhiji proceeded with the auction sale. 

This is exceedingly fine yarn,” he said feeling its 
fineness.. “ He (the gentleman who presented it) has 
given two> qualities. He is my old friend Murugesan. 
He presented me last time with a khadder cloth, which 
was auctioned for Rs. 1,000. That piece of khadder was 
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FORTUNATE TAMIL NADU 






Shastras for untouch ability. Do not for a moment be 
afraid that I have to do something for Harijans by going: 
to court. My business is to appeal to your reason and, 

and therefore I have come to tell you that I should like 

sisters—they are, because all of you and Harijans are 
the children of Bharat Mata. Now you can ask me any 
questions you like or ask me to help you to clear your 


In a stentorian voice the spokesman of the Nattars 
informed Gandhiji: “ Now we have given separate^ 
wells for Harijans to take water. We don’t object to 

brothers ?” asked The Mahatma at once. 

take it from tanks and pour it to them,” the spokesman- 

“ Very good," remarked G.muhiji. calmly. 

“We don’t object to Harijans wearing jewels," 

“Very good,” repeated Gandhiji to show that he 
followed the speaker. 















Advice to Kannada 
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The Girl Who Wept 


He sold articles for Rs. 388 at Udipi, but in the end 
he said laughing, " I can certify now that the Udipi 
people are proper Banias.” 

A little girl of eight years old read the Hindi 



ey. I will 


take away all these,” he said to her pointing at her 


She read the relevant portion of the address and 


gave it to him. 

“ What will you give me with the address,” he 
“ All that I have/’ replied she. 

She held out her left hand and requested him to- 
take the bangle. 

She immediately gave him her gold bangles and 
She nodded her head in the affirmative. 


s a Kauraati,” he remarked. 


She stood still, when he remarked, “ Oh, you are- 
weeping ! Who will accept the jewels from a girl who 
gives them weeping ? Please you have them.” 

He patted her affectionately. 

She did not take them back; but he returned them 

She went down the platform but returned before he 
had finished his speech. She waited patiently till the 
auction sale was over and again presented the jewels to^ 
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ADVICE TO KANNADA 


About twentyfive members were introduced to the 
guest. When Harijans were introduced, he garlanded 
them. Anko I a got more of his time than was allotted 
to it, because the function took a gubernatorial 

From Karwar Gandhiji drove further down the coast 
to Kumta. His residence there was besieged by women 


them and get their jewels. As the public meeting was 

large numbers inside and outside it. 

Gandhiji to make his 
platform and there was s 
possible for him to make 


Temples and Animal Sacrifice 
A pleasant drive up the ghat road, which was 
thickly shaded by gigantic trees, brought him to Sirsi,. 
which lies .nearly 2,000 feet above sea level. After 
leaving Tamil Nadu, this was the first place where a 
microphone was fitted. In this small place over the 

and hear the benefactor of Harijans. It was an extra¬ 
ordinarily quiet crowd. One might have heard a pin 
fall, when Gandhiji spoke as follows : 

" There are many of my friends here. If I do not 
come here for Harijan work, where shall I go ? I am 
not surprised to hear that the Municipality has given, 
assistance to the Harijan Sevak Sangh and it is striving 

otherwise, I should have been surprised. 

“ I am thankful to you for having opened the 
Mariyamman Temple to Harijans. I am sorry you. 
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The Hyderabad Surprise 

MORNING FUNCTIONS CANCELLED 
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The Finis 
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